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Thank you to our licensees for renewing on-time and on-line!  The License Rosters on this web site reflect all those who have renewed.  You should have received a renewal confirmation receipt from your on-line renewal and also printed your wall certificate from that renewal site.  If you did not print your certificate at the time of renewal, you may contact the Alabama Interactive help desk at 1-866-353-3468 and they will assist you in printing this out for your records.  We are working now finalizing the printing and mailing of your pocket license cards.  In the meantime, your receipt, wall certificate, and our on-line roster can be used as confirmation of your license status.  
This year’s renewal requested a list of each licensees’ credentials to be printed on the cards.  Most renewals were received with this information.  However, for those that didn’t provide their credential information, staff is in the process of contacting them individually and obtaining the information.  These cards will be slightly delayed for this reason.  

We have received some inquiries recently regarding the fee increase for this year’s renewals.  Therefore, I wanted to re-post our notice (previously posted on this web site and sent to licensees via broadcast e-mail in December of 2008) regarding the fee increase.  This notice is listed below:
“Due to the low number of licenses (approximately 200), ALBIT is unable to generate enough income through current fees to adequately fund the board.  Specifically, these fees generate approximately $10,000 annually and a minimum budget of $40,000 annually is required for ALBIT to accomplish its mission to protect consumers of interpreting & transliterating services for the deaf and speech impaired.  This has been a consistent issue throughout the board’s ten year history.  The following steps have been taken by the board to try to remedy this situation without raising fees:
· The board worked to secure outside funding through grants and contributions.  This search for funding resulted in an agreement with the Public Service Commission for funding in the amount of $40,000 annually.  However, this funding has now been denied due to funding now being provided to Troy University’s new Interpreter Training Program.  The board has met with and written the PSC to plead our case and the importance of funding the licensure program, but the PSC’s denial of funds remains.
· The board has also researched other larger agencies to see if ALBIT could be absorbed under their umbrella, but found no agencies willing to assume these responsibilities.

· All costs have been cut as much as possible.  Board Members themselves have administered the board out of their homes for most of ALBIT’s history and waived their own mileage and per diem expenses.
· ALBIT released an Invitation to Bid for Administrative Services (to provide staff, office space, office furniture, and office equipment) and received a low bid of $40,000 annually.  This bid was further negotiated down to $30,000 annually.  Staff provided through the bid process has thirteen years of professional regulation experience and has a strong working knowledge of the numerous laws and procedures that a state board is required to comply with in Alabama.  Therefore, ALBIT has used the initial grant from PSC in a cost effective and responsible manner by bidding, negotiating a lower bid, and ensuring staff is qualified as a professional regulator with a good reputation.  All state boards are audited by the Examiners of Public Accounts every two years to ensure that all state government procedures are strictly adhered to and this requires an experienced administrator to reduce audit findings and provide for further continuance of the board.
· At the Joint Legislative Sunset Review Committee Meeting, ALBIT asked for direction from the committee.  Senator Ted Little advised the board to meet with Senator Roger Bedford to discuss possible state funding.  The board has met with Senator Roger Bedford and he agreed to work on this, but advised that this would require legislation and it is a bad time to ask for money with the budgeting difficulties the state is currently experiencing.  
Having taken every possible avenue to locate outside funding and currently being unsuccessful, ALBIT is now left with no other choice but to raise fees.  If the board cannot fund itself, the board will probably be discontinued by the Legislature.  This means that the licensure law would be null and void, there would be no Interpreter and Transliterator Licenses, no protection for the deaf and speech impaired in Alabama, and no professional credential for Interpreters & Transliterators in Alabama.  
The following statutes apply:

Section 34-16-4 – Licensure Board for Interpreters and Transliterators – Creation; composition; meetings; duties; compensation. (2) states, “Set a fee schedule for granting licenses and permits, for renewing licenses and permits, for reinstating a lapsed license or permit, and for assessing penalties for late renewal.  The fees shall be sufficient to cover the cost of the continued operation and administration of the board.”

Section 34-16-9 – Annual fee; fund. (a) states, “The annual fee may be increased or decreased by the board, provided, the board shall not set an annual fee at an amount which would not provide sufficient revenues to pay all the costs and expenses incurred by the board in enforcing this chapter.”

With this information, the board was left no other alternative and voted to raise fees as follows:  License:  $175; and Permit:  $125.  This is the minimum increase needed to operate the board on a budget of necessities only.  The board will continue to work towards finding outside funding and we welcome your help in our endeavor.  The board’s goal is to reduce these fees once funding is secured on a consistent basis.”

Currently, we are still awaiting outside funding.  The Alabama Education Association is working to get funding approved by the PSC.  As soon as this funding is received, we will notify our licensees.      
